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ately endured in silence for twelve years the heavy trial which
has been mentioned, and at the same time how deeply she felt
it, since the memory of it remained with her so many years
afterwards.

But Diane de Poictieis did not confine herself to affronts
in connection with private matters. From 1552 to 1558
France was at war both in Germany and Italy, and when
Henry proceeded on the German campaign Diane contrived
a severe public indignity to Catherine by persuading him not
to give the Regency during his absence to the Queen, though
this course had always been usual in such cases. The insult
was the more severe in that Catherine was by far the most
capable person at the court; that she felt it severely we know
both from her letters and her speech on the occasion; while it
did her the greatest harm with the people, lowering her
greatly in their estimation and increasing their long-standing
contempt for her. Nevertheless when, on Henry's departure to
the war, the order communicating this decision was read to
her, we are informed by a letter from a friend at the court to
the Constable Montmorency that she "only smiled, and said
that though it had pleased the King not to give her this
authority which His Majesty Francis I gave on a similar oc-
casion to his mother, Louise, and though she would have used
it well had he done so, yet it was not her intention to ask him
to redress the wrong. Only, she said, she would prefer not to
have the order published, 'lest it should lower her reputation
with the people/ " No wonder that those who heard her words
and saw her receive such an affront in such a manner, mar-
relied openly at her "wonderful self-control."

Such, then, was the trial which lasted through so large a
portion of Catherine's life. And it was this severe ordeal (in-
volving through so many years a daily and almost hourly ex-
ercise of self-control) which both tested, and formed, her
character. She was only twenty when this trial began, and had
shown by her history as a girl that she possessed her full share